It is an interesting paper, generally well written and well structured, however, several methodological problems exist. As a consequence, I cannot recommend its publications. More than a major revision is required.
Main methodological problems
A) The aim of the paper is not totally clear to me. Apparently, the authors aim at modelling an extreme event by means of a one-way and a two-way coupled atmosphere and ocean models and compare their outputs. However, the two configurations do not differ just by switching on or off the ocean-to-atmosphere channel, but also by using C480 different ways of estimating the heat fluxes at the air-sea interface (see page 1400, lines 16-24; page 1406 ff), and different SSTs, namely from ECMWF/OSTIA (page 1396, line 7) for the one-way coupling and from the MFS system (1399, lines 23-24) for the two-way coupling. This makes an objective comparison impossible. The possible solution is to use the algorithms adopted in ALADIN+POM2w also in ALADIN+POM1w, instead of the formulas reported in the appendix, and the same SST data source in both configurations. B) From another viewpoint, the two configurations can represent two different models used to reproduce an observed event, but then an extensive comparison with data is required, at least to tell which configuration gets closer to reality. b) The model spin-up time seems quite short (a couple of weeks).
C481
c e) The authors themselves say that further work is preliminary or that further studies will be dealt with in future papers (page 1406, line 27; page 1413, line 28), making the paper quite preliminary.
Specific comments:
1) I am not a meteorologist, therefore I will not comment on the ALADIN performance in the area of interest, assuming that everything is fine enough, but the authors should quote some references on previous applications of ALADIN to the north Adriatic region. 
